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Introduction

Orthotics & Prosthetics is one of the most important areas in
rehabilitation. Prosthetics and orthotics are clinical disciplines that deal
with artificial limbs (prostheses) for people with amputations and
supportive devices (orthoses) for people with musculoskeletal weakness
or neurological disorders.

Education in this field is based on theoretical and practical lessons.
Students will study anatomy, physiology, biomechanics, prosthetic and
orthotic prescription, and design and fabrication. Students will also
develop strong practical skills in research methodology, clinical
assessment and the application of prosthetic and orthotic techniques.
Clinical placements are an important part of program. The use of science
in the world and communicate with experts in this field in the world is in
need of specialized language lesson. Many reference books in the field
such as Atlas of orthoses and assistive devices, atlas of prostheses and
amputations, orthotics and prosthetics in rehabilitation, etc. is in English
language.

The book has been prepared based on the needs of this group of
students, materials related to this field in the orthotics and prosthetics,
and assistive devices and amputation. Students will be able to have a
complete understanding of the specialized words and common phrases to
orthosis and prosthesis in rehabilitation.
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Chapter f®ne

Word Analysis

If you work in a medical setting, you use medical words every day. In
addition, you hear medical terms spoken in your doctor’s office, read about
health issues, and make daily decisions about your own health care and the
health care of your family. Terms such as arthritis, electrocardiogram,
orthosis and cosmetic prosthesis describe conditions, devices and tests that
are familiar. Other medical words are more complicated, but as you work
in this book, you will begin to understand them even if you have never
studied biology or science.

Medical words are like individual jigsaw puzzles. Once you divide the
terms into their component parts and learn the meaning of the individual
parts, you can use that knowledge to understand many other new terms.
For example, the term HEMATOLOGY is divided into three parts:

root combining vowel suffix
HEMAT (blood) o LOGY (study of)

What is a prefix?
A prefix is an affix which is placed before the stem of a word. Adding it
to the beginning of one word changes it into another word.

What is a suffix?

A suffix (also sometimes termed postfix or ending or, in older literature,
affix) is an affix which is placed after the stem of a word.

All medical terms contain suffixes. The suffix in HEMATOLOGY is-
LOGY, which means study of.



